My first encounter with Mohamed el-Bialy was in 2002, during his time as the Director General of the West Bank, on the occasion of my initial campaign working on material from Austrian excavations in the Asasif. Later, we regularly met in Aswan where I was studying the ceramics from the New Kingdom settlement of Elephantine. Most recently, our paths crossed again at Thebes: Mohamed helped a lot with the organisation of the conference "Thebes in the First Millennium bc", held 2012 in Luxor.
It is my personal pleasure and a great honour to participate in a Festschrift for Mohamed. Given our encounters, it seemed logical to present him a small account referring both to Thebes and Aswan, highlighting the strong links between these sites and aiming to illustrate some aspects of the complex Pharaonic administration and the busy lives of its protagonists.
Mobility of High Officials in the New Kingdom
Various monuments illustrate that mobility of administrative staff and officials is not a modern phenomenon, but was also common in Pharaonic Egypt. There are cases where we know some details about families and their origins and the data allows reconstructing their careers for several generations, often with changing residences.1 Titles and references to specific deities are in general good indications to separate between long-time residents and newcomers of Egyptian sites. Gods addressed on stelae and other objects are primarily local deities, but also gods associated with other places than the hnd spot of the monument are attested, possibly hinting at the donor's hometown or shortterm residence.2 Mobility of people is therefore thought to be one of the major factors for the exchange of local cults in Egypt-for example, references to the god Khnum at Thebes or to the goddess Meretseger at Elephantine seem to be related to either the origins or to temporary stopovers of the donators. Based on the rich written record coming from Deir el-Medine it is reasonable to assume that the inhabitants of this New Kingdom workmen village were also sent to other sites in Egypt, possibly connected with their skills in art work.4 A comparable mobility of other professions from less well attested towns cannot be excluded. This is evident for people involved in expeditions and in the organisation of transporting goods or materials. For example, the large corpus of names and titles attested by the rock inscriptions of the First Cataract area and especially on Sehel Island comprises most of the Theban high officials of the New Kingdom, but also some Memphite officials. These officials were engaged in building activities and primarily the supervision of stone work in the Aswan region.5 Furthermore, there is evidence from settlement sites that officials had temporary living quarters in different parts of Egypt during the New Kingdom.6 Similarly, officials were sent into regions outside of Egypt proper, but under Egyptian administration,7 especially in the then newly founded towns in Nubia (e.g. Aniba, Amara West and Sai Island among others). It is particularly the New Kingdom with its wealth of available material when it is possibly to trace officials at more than one site thanks to textual records. Famous examples are various King's Sons of Kush like Nehi (Thutmose m)8 and Setau (Ramesses ii). 9 As the highest officials of the Egyptian administration in Nubia, they have left marks at Thebes, in the region of Aswan and also in Lower and Upper Nubia. The most common monuments are-besides a tomb ideally situated at Thebes-rock inscriptions, rock shrines, stelae and statues.10 Such monuments have already been taken into account by scholars to establish prosopographies, to reconstruct administrative systems and to trace economic aspects of New Kingdom Egypt.11
In the following, I will focus on less well-known monuments which are firsthand testimonies for a life on the move and originate from the period in which the respective officials actively held their office: inscribed door lintels and door jambs of houses which functioned as dwellings and in most cases just as shortterm homes. The settlement of Elephantine has yielded a number of interesting stone blocks which testify the presence of officials who are also known from other sites, thus were sent for a certain period to Elephantine.
Theban Officials as Temporary Residents of Elephantine
The importance of Elephantine as site with strategic value due to its location just north of the First Nile Cataract is well known.12 For a long period Elephantine functioned as base for expeditions to Sudan and as important trading point at Egypt's southern border.13 With the Egyptian expansion towards the South during the New Kingdom, coinciding with an increased demand for the transport of goods, materials and people to and from Upper and Lower Nubia, Elephantine flourished and gained importance. The Theban priesthood was undeniably interested in the local temples at Elephantine, as 10 The "Besucherinschriften" or visitors' graffiti, very common in the New Kingdom, fall into another category, see Hana Navratilova, Tables   During the 32nd season of the joint mission of the German Archaeological Institute Cairo and the Swiss Institute Cairo at Elephantine, a left door jamb was discovered in situ in a secondary position in house X in area B n.19 The door jamb was reused as a step tread in a later building phase and was broken for this purpose into two pieces (Fig. 2.1 A dating to the 19th Dynasty corresponds to both the epigraphic features of the door jamb and to the iconography of the Louvre statue. Thanks to the Louvre statue, which was most likely cut in Aswan although its find spot is unrecorded, we have also some information about Hori's family. His father Amuneminet (Jmn-m-jn.t) was sab and scribe of the town/nome; his wife, the smj.t n Jmn Nofret-irj (Njr.t-jrj), is also attested at Elephantine.29 In the 16th German-Swiss excavation campaign the lower part of a door jamb with the name of Nofret-irj was recovered in a secondary position, reused as a threshold in house 40 of level 7. Because of the shape and measurements of this block, it is definitely not the counterpart to Hori's jamb, but rather a fragment of another door frame within the house of Hori. It is tempting to reconstruct an area within the house which was primarily used by women and framed by such a door mentioning the mistress of the house.30 Of course the real presence of Nofret-irj at Elephantine cannot be verified, but it seems very likely that she accompanied her husband towards the South.
It is worth mentioning that together with this fragment of Njr.t-jrj, another stone ffom a door jamb was found.31 Similar as the one of Hori, this upper part of a jamb refers to a specific Theban deity in the offering formula: Khons at Thebes-Neferhotep-Thoth within the southem Heliopolis.32 Although it cannot be proven this fragment is likely to have once been part of Hori's villa, being another example of Ramesside references to Theban deities on door jambs at Elephantine.
"Longing for One's Hometown", Praising Thebes and Its Deities Hori and his wife Nofret-irj were represented by the texts of their door frames as a Theban couple which spent some time in Elephantine and was wishing to retum to their hometown, praising the Theban triad. References to Theban deities are in general common in the area of the First Cataract and in particular 29 Budka, Konig Haustiir, cat. 121, Ele/NR/Pf-7/llc (I?), fig. 47 Living at the border site of Egypt, it was of importance for Hori to demonstrate his Theban background and his affection to Amun on representative parts of his dwelling. 40 The phrases used on the newly discovered door jamb at Elephantine fit into the theme of the "Sehnsucht nach der Heimatstadtf'41 which can be found in various New Kingdom contexts, primarily in upper class bread, more than (for mere) beer, oAmun, the (very) soil ofyour town dollove-(far) more than the (precious) ointments ofanother landl "43 This love for Thebes is also attested on a Ramesside ostracon from Elephantine.44 It was therefore not only important to get a representative burial and a tomb chapel at Thebes, but also to demonstrate loyalty to Thebes and its deities during one's lifetime 45 Hori's wish "that my name wiU last in their presence" is frequently used in connection with one's hometown. According to Assmann a "good name" in the hometown is essential for a lasting memory and considered to provide existence in the hereafter. 46 The door jamb of Hori illustrates therefore the "Sitz im Leben" of Egyptian homesickness like we encounter it in literary sources and wisdom-texts 47 Given the still very limited state of research about settlement sites, we have to assume that there were a large number of temporary residences for the busy officials of the New Kingdom. Thus, the increase in textual references to the hometown and its importance during Ramesside times might not be accidentalmaybe the international period of the 19th and 20th Dynasties resulted in a complex lifetime for a lot of officials who were on the move during their office, not only to follow the court and king, but also traveling to supervise various expeditions and doing business in regions beyond the core of Egypt48 To spend one's remaining years in the beloved hometown would have been indeed desirable for various reasons-it became one aspect of the self-representation of a high Ramesside official. Home sweet home is a slogan which was of high signfficance in the elite society of the New Kingdom where the prosperousness of future generations depended on the funerary cult carried out by the family at home. srnh m, to revive one's name, is the main task of an official's son in order to incorporate the deceased into the group of the living-carried out at its best within the family at home. Hori and his short-term house on Elephantine in which he demonstrated a personal preference and priority for Theban gods correspond to this setting.
The case study discussed in this paper should not be seen as exceptional, but rather as a small glimpse into a regularly busy life style of Egyptian officials during the 2nd millennium bc, an era which may be characterized as "a cosmopolitan age".49 Like Hori, a number of officials probably experienced shortterm contracts outside their hometown on which they could also bring their wives and families. The common attitude to these stays was to view them as just temporary, wishing to retum home sooner than later. Scholars living in the fast moving 21st century ad will perhaps have little difficulties sympathizing with Hori and his fellow Egyptians of the Ramesside era, no matter how different the cultural settings are. 49 Kitchen, "High society," 33.
